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race, Mercy, and Peace, be multiplied. 
My Brethren, dearly Beloved in the Lord; 
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T bath been my Endeavour, ever ſince. 
the Care of your Souls hath been com- 
mitted to. me, to diſcharge my Truſt 
to the beſt of my Power; and tis in 

uit of this Endeavour, that 1 put this 

le Book into your Hands: The Deſign of 
ch is, to ſtir up in you frequent Thoughts 
Cad, and the Things of another Life. A 
u very neceſſary for all ſorts of Men, 
for thoſe of your Calling eſpecially: _ 
bbandmen having been always obſerved 
be too much abaſed in Thought, and 
om to raiſe their Minds to things above. 
level of their Employment. How can he. 
Wiſdom (ſaith. the Son of Sirach) 
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The Dedication. 
that holdeth the Plough, and that plot 
eth in the Goad ; that driveth Oxen au 
is occupied in their Labours, and v 
Talk is of Bullocks? He piveth M 
Mind to make Furrows, and is dilieaniil, 

to give the Kine Fodder, Ecclus. 38.2 
+ i , believe me, my Brethren, iu, 
—_ t Wiſdom, it is your own Ful, 
ore. than the Fault of your Calling: fy 
* N 2 in en (ape 
that of Clergy- men only) which Afri 
greater Opportunities for Mens Improv 
ment in Spiritual Wiſdom than yours dul: 
As may from hence appear, That our Bl: 
ſed Saviour hath taten moſt of his Paratla 
from Things that lie within the Compaſs 
it. It hath often ſuggeſted to me nan n 
pions Thought, and moved me to many 4 
vout Ejaculation : Examples of ſont 
them I here preſent you with, in hopes th 5 
thereby you may learn to make the ſame nn, 
provement; and I have in all of them "lh », 
bour d after a Plainneſs of Expre Fonyſwite 
to your Capacity 5, and ſuch 4 ortneſ „. 
a very little Patience may be ſufficient u- 
through with. And now that the But n 
be the more uſeful to you, I adviſe u "him: 
conſider, ſome time before go «bot "hl: 
your Ordinary Work, of whatever /o't H 
and to look whether you cannot be hence „ 
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Ne 

mn vo ſay I have taken in every thing you 
* be employed about; but your moſt com- 
* 


?, I purpoſely omitted them; becauſe 1 


* end as ſmall a Volume as the Subject 
6 allow of. © 1 a 
ul, 70 every Meditation, I have annex'd 
„ a ſhort Prayer, or ſome Ejaculations > 
1 leſted for the moſt part out of the Holy 
* iptures which I would have you put up. 


God, in the midſt of your Employment: 
doing of which, it is not expected that 
4 (hould kneel, or be ſo much as uncover- 


ſe Occaſional Addreſſes, the Ceremonies 


4; well pleaſed with them, nay, perhaps 
er; inaſmuch as theſe are certain To- 
s of a Mind fully bent upon his Worjhip 
Service: Whereas the other may, and 
very often, "any from meer Cuſtom: and 
they are but Lip · Labour. 


Jour ſelves, as to concur with me in this 
n ſor your own Good, and to put in 
«lice what I have here adviſed you to. 
lieve me, the Salvation of your Souls is 
only thing for which it was worth your 
lle tobe born © So that Religion 15 the 

A 3 En greateſt 
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9 with ſome pious Meditation thereupon. 


WW Employments I have: As for the 


always; for God doth not require, in 


more ſolemn Acts of Worſhip; and yet He 


And now I hope that you will be ſo kind 
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The Dedicatiov. 
greateſt Concern of your whole Lives; A 
did it require the greateſt Part of you Tl 
and Strength, to be wholly laid out wlll 
that alone, if you were wiſe, yon vai 
grudge at it. But you ſee the Good 
Almighty God: He hath not made R198 
on inconſiſtent with your worldly Buſune 
but hath ſo ordered it; that you may ain 
to both at once : For I appeal to your ſelvl 
May not a Man hold his Plough u if 
when he bas pious Thoughts in Tas 
as when he is as thoughtleſs as bi: (ff 
tle that draw it? May not he lift » wh 
Heart to God, at the ſame time ks mal 
whiſtling a Tune, as inſgni ſicam t a i111 
ling of his Horſes Bells ? Why then u 
any man be mare backward to the cue 
to the other? Why ſhould Men rifaſelt 
be Religious, when it would take then 
ver the more Time, and coſt them nei 
more Pains ? Nay, when it would ſwett 
their Labour, and draw God's Buy 
down upon them? For Work is not bf 
tedious to a Man, when his Thought: 
ot herwiſe employ'd, as it is when thy 
intent upon that only: Such a mithirnl 
the Thoughts, being lile the liſtening u 
Story uptn the Road, which ſeems ts Wl 
a Journey, and renders it pleaſant "4 
the Bleſſing of God would moſt cena 
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ed never to forſake thoſe that diligently 


t He will not forget us, when we re- 
nber Him. 
1d for your further Eucouragement 


miſed to take the Care of all ſuch as do ſo 


7s they ſtand in need of : Seek ye firſt 
Kingdom of God and his Righteouſ- 


| be added to you, Matth. 6. 3 3. So 


Anxiety or Carefulneſs, it is ſo far 
doing it of it ſelf, that it cannot make 


ſts a Man of all Right to God's Pro- 
f providing for him; and then, 
* hath be to depend upon? 


Pleaſure, and the ineſtimable Benefit of 
t | bene adviſe you to; But no Words 
convence you ſo much to your Satisfa- 
n, as the putting it in Practice. Tou 
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d Men in ſo doing; for He hath pro 


; to employ your Thoughts, . God bath 


uch as one Hair white or black; and it 


this little that I have ſaid, you may, 
ſome meaſure, perceive the Eaſineſs, 


i Him. He is mindful of us, when w 
ver Him; we may be certain therefore, 


Himſelf, and to provide for them all $i 


| ſs, ſaith Chriſt, and all theſe things 
WE: Le giving up your ſelves to Piety and 


otion, is the beſt Courſe you can take _ 
ſecure even your worldly Intereſt. As _ 


wt conceive how much "twill contribute 


P Sow <3 LEO we ao — 


The Dedication. Mi 
to your Growth in Grace, and tha in 
Jay and Peace which will perpetually ail 

pany you, God knoweth my Heart, ny 
fign is for your Good; and if I fails | 
End, I am ſure I ſhall not of the Renal 
my boneſt Intention. But I hope better thi 
of you,and things that accompany Salut 
that you will ſo far ſubmit yourſelvu ui 
Direction in this Particular, and u 
other - that belong to my Office; 
when God ſhall call me, to give anAc 
for your Souls, I may do it with Jy, 
not with Grief : Whichthat God ma ta 
For Feſus Chriſt's Sake, is, and ſhall 
conſtant Prayer of, 5 
oe 0 1 

Your moſt faithful Servatt! 


in the LORD, WW 
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1 
1d any one look on, who 
knew not the Meaning of 
this, he would think it as 
ſtrange and unnatural a 
15 Ing, for Men thus to tear that Earth 
r of which they were taken, as tis 
children to be perpetually ſcratch- 
W the Face of their Mother, But if 
e Earth be not thus torn and harraſ- 
, it will not yield its Increaſe, and 
kind muſt ſtarve for lack.of Bread. 
i is the very Caſe of moſt Men in 
Is World ; who, if let alone in the 
W2ccable Injoyment of the good things 
Life, grow ſtupid and ſenſeleſsof their 
ity to God, are utterly harrenas.to all 
— Purpoſes and Ends of Living, : 
4 whom — bug A can 
* render . | 


12 The Husbandman's Mana a 
render Fruitful: Baſe-ſpirited i 
grateful Wretches ! whom the rn 
neſs of GOD cannot moye to Ol 
ence, but they muſt be driven to it wilt 
Stripes, and forced by Wounds ; wil 
and it is well if all this will prove of 


x UT do thou, O my G OD, 
6 me a ſofter Heart, and a mori 

& eauous Frame of Mind, that thy Mal 
© cies may lead me to Repentance; a 
© that the continual Senſe of thy Godl 
© neſs to me may draw me nearer 
© thee, in a way of Gratitude and 0 
© dience. But if thou ſeeſt, that ul 
J am troubled, I ſhall go wrong, 

'© that it is good for me to be Afflict 
© I humbly ſubmit my ſelf to what 
© ever thou in thine infinite Wil 
& ſhalt think fit to lay upon me: u 
© rather than I ſhould ſleep in Sin, Ii 
Afflictions of thee. O ſave il 
© though it be by the ſeverities of ul 
Hand. If nothing elſe will make 
.< fruitful, let the Plowers plow uM 
my Back; yea, let them make 1 
© Furrows. Do thou only, O my «= 
< eſt LORD, ſanctiſie thy Affliciaig 
eme, and grant that they may 4 5 
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rnal Weight of Glory. 
"+ 


SO WINS. 


Hopes ſhovld fail me, (which GOD 


ly puniſh my Unfruitfulneſs to- 


ne ? The ſeed of his Word, which 


W's to be thrown away upon the 
Wieſt Part of us: Whilſt one, for 
om's ſake, juſt gives it the hearing, 
never conſiders it: Another is per- 
aſſected with it for he preſent, but 
n the next Temptation forgets it: 


the Cares of this Life, as to leave 
oom for the Thoughts of a better. 


ON 


Ne Husbandman's Manual. 13 © 
for me a far more exceeding and 


in hopes of a Crop next Har- 
eſt, that I ſow this Seed; but if 


jd) | could not but confeſs that I | 
e juſtly ſerved, and that GOD did 


Wes Him, in the Unfruitfulneſs of 
Land towards me: For what Fruit 
lever brought forth, anſwerable 
he Means of Grace he hath afford- 


ſo plentifully ſows amongſt us, 


Heart of a third is ſo poſſeſs'd. 


ud one ſow Seed in the High-way, 


14 The Husbandman's Mund | 
on a Rock, or among Briars and Til 
t would turn to as good Account, i 


: B give me, O LORD, nf 
: neſt and good Heart, that | uf 
* hear thy Word, and keep it, 
© bring forth Fruit with Patience. 
thy Word be to me as good ll 
© ſown upon good Ground, that ſprighif 
© up, and bears Fruit an hundred 
© Give me, O Lord, an humble Yi 
. © teachable Mind; mortifie my Ll 
- © ſubdue- my Paſſions, and wean 
© from this World, ſo that nothin 
may hinder thy Word from hai 
its due Effect upon me: And wie 
© thou haſt ſo prepared me, en 
© Him whom thou haſt made 
Teacher, truly to diſcharge his Di 
.© Bleſs him in the Diſpenſation off 
© Word, and bleſs me alſo in this 
© preſent Work. Proſper thon 
© Work of our Hands upon us; Op 
© per thou our Handy-Work. 


III. 
Plowing or Harrowing in of SEE * 


ER E it not for this, all M) | | 
VV mer Labour and Charge 


SY . 
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n. Heibindman's Mannal. io 
ertainly loſt: For the Seed lying up- 

he Sur face of the Ground, would 

arried away by the Birds, before 

ould take any Root. Methinks I 

e here viſibly ſet before my Eyes, the 

it Neceſſity of Meditation, to ren- 

the Word of God effeQtual to us; M 

cannot but think, that it is for HH 
Wt of that, that Men profit ſo little 4 

Wt. Men will take up a Bible, or 

We other good Book, and read init a 

We while : They will go to Church, 
hear a Sermon, and -then they 

x their Work is done; when alas! 

vo more done, than my Work was 

eben I had juſt ſcatter'd my Seed 

n the Ground: A moſt neceſſiry 

W remains yet untouch'd. A Man 

go over it again and again, if 

leſign to reap any Fruit of it. For 

ithout this Harrowing in the Seed, 

vid not expect any Crop; ſo with- 

Meditation, the Benefit of God's 

rd will be loſt. Bare Reading or 

ring is but juſt ſowing the Seed; it 

bot upon the Surface of our Hearts, 

will be moſt certainly ſnatch'd a- 

by the Devil, unleſs. by Meditati- 

ie let it in, and cover it as it were 

of his Aght. | 
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25 1 Beſeech thee therefore, O Cu 
0 ous Lord, teach me as much Wi 
< dom in the Management of my Spiſ 
© tual Concerns, as | have of my 1 
© poral; and make me as careful of (nn 
Word, that Seed of Eternal Life,s 
am of this, which can ſerye but 
a moment. Open thou my Heart 
receive it, and let it bring forthF 
* 20 2Dundance  :.--: 4... | 
© Teach me to meditate of thy [ud 
ments, and always to think upon 
Name. 
© Let me hide thy Words in 

© Heart, that I may not fin agu 
* thee. | | ; | 
O ſtabliſh thy Word ia thy 

© yant, that I may fear thee. 


IV. 


. 1 In 


IN this Meadow here, how doth! 

Graſs ſtand before me, ſome oll 
withering, ſome young and bloom 
mixt together! both muſt fall by thc 
ſtroke of my Scythe; and that wid 
to fall by the very next Strobe, 


bb Husbandman's Manual. 17 | 
and inſenſible of its Danger, as that 
ich will not fall till the very laſt. - 
is is a lively Picture of the World, 
rein Men dwell, old and young to- 
her, till Death cuts them off; and for 
bt | can ſee, they are all as careleſs 
unconcer n'd about their latter end, 
his very Graſs. This is a moſt in- 
cable Folly, that Man, who knows 
muſt die ere long, and knows not 
that he may die this very Minute, 
Id yet make no Preparation for 
th. But whilſt young Men take it 
granted that they have many Years 
ome, and old Men think themſelves 
ſo old, but that they may live one 
r or two more, they do all ſo live 
they were never to die. 


7) UT teach me, O my God, fo 
) to number my Days, that I may 
ply my Heart unto Wiſdom : Make 
e ſeriouſly to conſider, that they are 
tas a Span long; that mine Age is no- 
ing in reſpect of thee; and that Men, 
their very beſt Eſtate, are altogether 
ality, As ſoon as thou ſcattereſt 
em, they are even as a Sleep, and 
eaay ſuddenly like the Graſs ; 
dich in the Morning is green, and 
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© groweth up; but in the Ewig 
' cut down, dried up, and withy 
And now, Lord, what is my H 
Truly my Hope is even in thee 

am but a Stranger and S0 
© here; but yet, O Lord, how ung 
* pared am to go to my long Ht 
O ſpare me therefore a little, th 
may recover my ſpiritual Strey 
before I go hence, and be no ml 


E 
WEEDING. 


O, here are plentiful Remains, I 
ceive, of the old Curſe upon ul 
Diſobedience. Thorns and Ti 
mall the Ground bring forth to! 
ſaid God to our Father Adam, al 
his Children feel the Effects of the 
tence to this Day Here are no I 
indeed, the Cultivation of the C 
preventing the Growth of them; 9 
all the Cultivation in the World 
not wholly prevent the 
Weeds. All I can do is little ee 
to keep them from growing to in 
Head, as to overtop and choak the e 
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. Husbandman's Manual. 19 
dow what 1 find in my Field, the 
do! feel in my ſelf; the Corrap- _. 
of my Nature producing nothing . 
evil Fruits, which, if negleted, ' 
d ſoon choak the Seed of Eternal 
God hath ſown in my Heart. I 
deed, by the Power of his Grace, 
ly abſtain from ſuch groſs and cry- 
Sins as Murder, Adultery, Drun- 
eſs, Swearing, &c. but ſtill I find 
Remains of the old Man in me, tl 
 Exceſſes of Paſſion, ſome Wan- K 
gs in Prayer, ſome Coldneſs in 
ity, and ſuch like Failings, which, 
| daily ſtrive againſt, I fear I ſhall 
quite deſtroy, | © 


— 


O thy Mercy therefore, O Lord, 
do I betake my ſelf, and not to | 
own merits. O conſider me not = 
am in my ſelf, for J am vile and 
Wrupt ; and if thou ſhouldeſt be ex- 
eim to mark what isamiſsin me, > 
F ſhould I ſtand before thee? In 
that is, in my Fleſh, dwelleth no 
qd thing. I feel a Law in my 
WE bers warring againſt the Law in 
er Mind; but grant, I beſeech thee, 
eit may never ſo far prevail as to 
*s me into Captivity to the * 
' [ 4 0 
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V © of Sin. Aſſiſt me, 1 pray the, if 


— 3 
* 
* 


| 


* thy Grace, that I may not wie 
the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. 
thou utterly deſtroy thoſe Re 
of the old Man in me; mortiie 
evil Inclinations, ſubdue my Lil 
and ſo bleſs and proſper thok Y 

© of Religion thou haſt ſown wil 
© Heart, that they may bring i 
>» 2 Thirty, Sixty, 0}, 
Hundred fold. 


VI. 


a © A aA A A 


' GREEN CORN. 


OW Beautiful doth this 

now look / What a lovely i 
is it now, in compariſon of whi 
was when over-run with Brambles 
Moſs! It was then the Pigure 
Man in his unconverted State, “ 
his Soul is over-run with vicions 
bits, and his Life and Actions ald 
deform'd and irregular. But it i 
the Re ſemblance of the ſame Mang 
verted, when the Spirit of God 
form'd him into a new Creature; # 
there is an inexpreſſible Sweetueſ 
Beauty in all his Converſation; 


m 


=p 
L 
# 
* 
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WS: Lore, Joy, Peace, Long-Suffe- 
W Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, 
eis, Temperance, &c. Lord, 
Wiovely Virtues are theſe ! who can 
Wherwiſe than raviſh'd with them? 


MWRANT, O Lord, that I may 5 
ſee and abhor the Uglineſs of +l 
and be taken with the Excellen- Wu 
nd Beauty of Holineſs. Let me 
e no Pleaſure in Wickedneſs, or = 
er any Evil to dwell with me. Þþ 
my delight be in the Saints that 

in the Earth, and in ſuch as ex- 

a Virtue. O let me be always 

oe with Righteouſneſs, and let 

| Conntenance behold the thing 

is juſt. 5 E 25.1 

aſh me throughly from my 

ckedneſs, O God, and cleanſe me | 

n my Sin. Make me a clean Heart, 
renew a right Spirit within me; 

hall I be acceptable in thy Sight, 

Lord, my Strength and my Re- 

mer, 3 


„ 
KIPE COMM 
E how this Corn ſtandeth, juſt as 


did the laſt Year ! the Stalk the 
"0 "ol ſame, - 


n The Heel cad Ree 
| ſame, the Ear the fame, and the Col | 


the ſame ; only it doth not ſtand wil 
the ſame Spot of Ground. One wlll» 


think that the ſame Corn had of 
changed its Place, or rather, was nigh 


. a- new out of the Earth. The Mu 


how this ſhonld be, is to me inc 
ceivable ; only that ſo it is, I ſeal 
am certain: And methinks I b 
perceive the Working of that Almig 
Power, by which at the laſt Day! 
be wrovght the Reſurrection of t 
Dead; when the ſcatter'd Part 
of our Bodies ſhall be reugited, 
we ſhall riſe the very ſame Men we 
preſent are, and appear before the ju 

ment Seat of God, to receive accordl 
to the things we do here, whether hl 
be good or bad. N | 


* A FF UST then this Body riſe 
: gain? O Lord, prepare it 
< that Reſurrection. Let the Spiſ 
„ Chriſt ſo dwell in me now, tha 
© may quicken this Mortal Body 
© the laſt Day, and raiſe it to Ete 
© Life. O Lord, let me not rk 
© Shame and Confuſion of Face, WW 
Honour, Life, and [mmortality- % 
my Converſation be ſo heaven), * 


7 Ow” 5 De * nn. 
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— : 


ne ſo look for my bleſſed Saviour, 
t be may at laſt change this vile Bo- 
to the Faſhion of his glorious Bo- 
dat this Mortal may put on Im- 
MSrtality, and this Corruptible may 
con Incorruption; that I may for 

er triumph over Death and the 
ave, and give Thanks to thee, my 
. for giving me the Victory 
wgh our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


VIII. 
REAPING. 


WOW buſie are theſe Reapers at 
Wiheir Work! They cannot for 
a [cparate all the Tares and Thiſtles 
"WD the Wheat, though their Maſter, 
be help it, would not ſuffer any 
 butthe pure Corn to enter hisBarn. 
e great Harveſt, I mean the End 
World, how buſie will the An- 
de, in gathering all Mankind before 
hrone of God! But they will 
clean Work ; they will carefully 
r out from among the Ele& all 
js that offend, and every one 
does Iniquity; for God will ſuf- 
thing unholy to enter his King- 
There will be no Tares, no 
„ Creatures 


24 The Husbandman's Maul 
Creatures of the Devil, admitted a 
Heaven; but all ſuch ſhall be hag 
and not only ſo, but be caſt alpi 
that Furnace of Fire, where is wallli 
and gnaſhingof Teeth for everad i 


T ORD, this is a ſerious Con 
8 tion; Muſt 1 be judg'd! 
© ſhall nothing unholy enter into 
Kingdom? What then will becoxt 
me, a miſerable Sinner! O Lord 
me throughly from my Wickel 
and cleanſe me from my Sip. 6 
that the conſtant ſenſe of this 
ment may cauſe me to work one 
Salvation with Fear and Tren 
And to that End, do thou, 1M 
thee, work in me to will and 
of thy good pleaſure ;z make mec 
of all my Actions, and every v1 
as thou wouldeſt have me to be. 
promiſe thee the ſincere Obe 
of my whole Man; but yet, an 
it will be imperfect: Do nu 
therefore enter into ſtri& Joo 
with thy Servant; be not ext 
mark what is done 'amiſs. A 
© Hope and Truſt is in thy Meg 
« ly; and by that Mercy, | beſcea 
_ © condemn me not with the | 
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and; but grant, that being abſol-  } 

ns, 1 may, among the Righteous, 
ee forth as the Sun in the King= 8 
_— n of my Father. . 45 RY | \ | 


IX. 5 : | 
© HT Setting forth of T 1TH E. bag 


ow am I ſetting forth God's Pbr- 
tion; and, as it were, offering to 
the Firſt Fruits of my Encreaſe : 
truly *twould be an ungrateful 
in me to deny Him a Tenth Part, 
== whom 1 receive the whole. But 
ao! talk of denying it him? It is | 
th Robbing bim, to withhold 
aſt part of this, which the Piety o 
Anceſtors hath dedicated to him. 
| "tis what I never had a Right to - 
when I ſet forth the Tythe, I give 
bat which was never mine. I ne- 
Woought it in any Purchaſe, nor do 
for it in my Rent. What then? 
our Anceſtors engroſs the whole 
ad of this Piety ? No; I am refol- 
eo partake with them; for what 
dP iouily gave, I will religiouſly pay z 
do in my Heart fo far approve of 
they have 8 that were it left 
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26 The 'Husbandmag's. Man 
to my ſelf, to ſet, apart what Padlilil# 
my ſelf ſhould think fit, for the l = 
nance of God's Miniſters, I ſhould 
care that He, by whom I recei 
tual Things, ſhould want nothi 

my Temporal. 


| O thou therefore, O my 
72 cept of this Tribute which = 
. <thee for all thy Mercies. It wn 
+ feſs thine own; but do thou 
of me in rendring thee thine! 
c for thou who ſearcheſt the MW 
'< knoweſt that I do it cheerful 
ly, and willingly. And l beleed 
to keep me in this frame of 
that I may never covet any a 
4 Goods, much leſs that which 
c Set a watch, O Lord, over mil 
and Hands; let them never bei 
< with Rapine and Sacrilege; tha 
«© dreadful Curſe which followel 
_ © Thief, may never enter into m 
. 6. to conſume it. And further, 
'© thee, that of thy Mercy thou fl 
ſo bleſs the Labour of my Handy 
2 J may have a large Portion Ju 
« dicated to thy Service; and i 
« exchange for theſe things 1 
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may receive the Things which 


„ 7 Spiritual and Eternal. 3 


THRESHING, 


N the Sweat of thy Face thou ſhalt ext 
Bread, was part of that Sentence 
ich God denounced againſt Man, for 
eating the forbidden Fruit: And had 
that Sentence taken effect, I had 
n eaſed of this Labour. Yet I.can- 
t but acknowledge both the Wiſdom 
d Goodneſs of God in this Puniſh- 
Went, as well as his Juſtice: For as it 
not fit that ſuch a ſhameful Diſo- 
: WE dience ſhould go unpuniſn'd; fo it 
: as utterly impoſſible that any pu- 
"ment could be better ſuited to the 
eenders, or carry in it greater * 
Mercy; nay, this Puniſhment it Telf 


Mercy to us : For, conſidering the 
prruption which Sin hath brought up- 
our Nature, were it not neceſſary that + 

ſhould ſpend the greateſt part of our 

W'ength and Time in providing for our 

Idliſtence, we ſhould ſpend them in 

ding Miſchief. Alas ] we can ſcarce 

ave one ſpare Minute ly ing upon our 

2 B 2 Hands, 


\ 


28 The Huzbanaman's Maud | 
Hands, but we are preſently en | 
ing it vainly or wickedly : Wt 
would Men have been, ſhould they] 
had plenty of all Things, and nx 
in the Werld to do ? Surely this Wl 
would have been an Hell. 


5» My God, how can I dof 
7 wiſe than adore thy Goa 
© and Mercy, even whilſt I ſuffer by 
« Juſtice ! How gracious art thai 

© puniſhing Man for his Sin, wheal 

_ © Puniſhment is deſign'd as a meal 

keep him from greater Evil Thu 

laid upon him a Neceſlity of 
© employ'd innocently, leſt he | 
© employ himſelf wickedly. And 
<< adore this thy Goodneſs to Mul 
in general, ſo I do alſo as to n. 
© particular. I doubt not but fi 
< {aweſt that this laborious State of 
© was fitteſt for me, or thou wa 
not have called me to it. O gen 
| © Grace to be reſign'd to thy good 
© ſare, and to behave my ſelf with! 
© Humility and Cantentednefs, th 

ter the Work of this Life is 4 

© may reſt with thee for ever and 
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XI. R 
WINNOWING. 


HEN John the Baptiſt came to pre- 
pare the Way of Chriſt, he ſaid 
n, That his Fan was in Hand, 
e would throughly purge his Floor, 
gather his Wheat into the Garner; 

ie would burn up the Chaff with 
nchable Fire: Which certainly 
mean, That Chriſt would ſeparate 
icked from among the Righteous, 
en by Winnowing ſeparate Chaff 
Wheat. And this Chriſt hath 
n done by the means of Perſecuti- 
when the Hypocrites fly out of the. 
ch as Chaff out of the Floor, and 
the faithful Servants of God 
tain their Ground by Suffering. 
Jet he will do it more effeQually 
bay of judgment, when only the 
Miteous ſhall be received into Hea- 
as good Wheat is into the Gar- 
z and all the Wicked ſhall be 
n away with the Breath of his 
Nm into the Eternal Flames of Hell. 


B 3 © Or 
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My "God, glve me a frm 


92 ſtead y Faith, ſuch as no Su 
or Temptitions may be able tom 
_ © Lead me not, I pray thee, into Ta 
3 tat! tion; but if thou doſt, enable u Y 
© withſtand it. Rather than deny tl 
< let me chuſe even Death with I 
* ments. Make me ready to ſuffer 
< thing for thy Sake; and give mel 
© an tavincible Patience under my! 
d ferings, that my Faith may be fa 
© 11 the Day of the Lord laudable, 
c. rious, ad honourable. Let notl 
make me ſwerve from the Truth 
Way of thy Commandments, al 
© leſs Jet me be carried away with g 
« ry Wind of Doctrine. Let me 
remain within thy Church Mi 
© here, that at laſt I. may be nal 
Member of thy Church Triumph | 
© hereafter. O fit and prepare e 
that dreadful day of Trial, wi 
© all the Ungodly ſhall be as wn 
* which the Wind ſcattereth aw 
© the Face of the Earth: Make ne 
* to ſtand in the judgment, 2 
© be ſaved in the 3 
« Righteous. 
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Going fo Market: | 


OW am! going amidſt a worlt 
of Temptations, I am going to- 
ind Sell, an hazardous Employ - 


and in which it is hard for a 
to maintain his Innocence. It is a 
Saying that of the Son of Sirach, 
Nail fticketh faſt between the joining 
Stones; ſo doth Sin ſtick cloſe betwixt 
g and Selling. When I buy, I am 
Wo depreciate and villifie my Neigh- 
Goods; and when I ſel, I am apt 
ommend and extol my own; both; 
| knows, very often againſt my own: 
cieace. Thus for a ſmall matter is- 
an often betray'd into great Sins; 
this is calbd Shrewdnefs : But what- 
it be, lam ſure it is not true Wiſ- 
, nor will any Man be the better 
it at the laſt : For let a Bargain be 
e ſo good upon all other Accounts, 
itis abundantly tc too hard if it coſt a 
n his Innocence. 5 


Am going, O Lord, where I halt 
be anden by one of the moſt 
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232 The Husbandman's Man; 
os powerful of my ſpiritual Enemie 
thou fight in me, and for me, 
m < muſt needs be overcome. Com 
me of the Vanity of all Things wil 
_ © below, and that no Gain can com 
© vail the loſs of a good Conſcience. il 
© me conſider. that the wholeWorld Yi 
profit me nothing if 1 ſhould loſe lf 
_ © own Soul. Set a Watch, O Lord, 
ver my Month, that J offend not ig 
Tongue. Let me do unto all Mey 
© I would they ſhould do unto fi 
© Make me true and juſt in all my Dl 
© ings; O let me keep Innoc 
and do the Thing that is right, wal 
© that only will bring me Peace at Wi 
„5 - * 
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Folding of Sheep: 


WW FT OW, ſhould one of theſe pl 
| Creatures leap out and ſtray mg 
ics Fold, it would perhaps meet a 1 
to cut its Throat, or a malicious Nv 
bour to drive it to the Pound. 7% 
ſure it would find no one to take 
Care of it that I do. How much 1 
the Hazard of thoſe People, who K | 
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from their own Church, and leave 
ora Paſtor ? How many of them 
(eceived by Wolves in Sheeps Clo- 
g and led into very dangerous Er- 
? Whillt they ſtraggle into By- paths, 
nany Miſchiefs do they fall into 
ee they are aware? There are a great 
Wy Pic-falls-and. Snares in their way, 
an abundance of crafty Men, that 
n wait to deceive. True indeed; 
e do not run ſuch great Hazards, 
n follow others that are true Shep- 
Ws, ſuch as are lawfully call'd to 
_r Charge, and came in by the Door : 
W yet, is it not a: Folly: to leaye him, 
bath taken particular Charge of my 
. aad muſt give God an account for 
ad rua after another, who is not ſa. 
ged to take care of me, and per- 
will take none? Men may talk what 
pleaſe of greater Edificatioa ; bug 
loge of my Sheep run away from 
aud ſtin thruſt it ſelf under ano- 
W Shepherd, I ſhould not hope to ſee 
rive very faſt.. 2h 5” 


88 Reſerve me, O my God, in the 
ci Commuaion ot thy Church :-Suf- 
me not to wander in the By- paths 
Xhiſm or Hereſie. Take from me 

ES *all 


34 The Husbandman's Maud, 
© all Vanity and Lightaeſs of Spirit, g 
* let me have nothing to do with th 
that are given to change. Given 
_ © ſound Judgment and right U 
* ſtanding in all things, and let ne 
© the Unity of the Spirit in the 30 
Peace. Make me of a meek and lil 
ble Mind; let me know the vod 
my true Shepherd, and always b 
© it. And do thou, O Bleſſed 1 
thou great Shepherd of the Shel 
© keep me; and keep alſo my Shephe 
© for he alſo is a Sheep of thine: 1 
him faithfully follow thy Voice; a 
his, till we both arrive at everlif 
© Happinefs. Have Mercy alſo, Ipl 
E thee, vpon the diſtraRed State 
_ ©'Chriſtendom ;VUnite all our Bread 
And heal our Diviſtons ; and Brant 1 
<we may all be one Sheepfold 1 
<.. thee our one Shepherd. 
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oOo ds an theſe Creaturil 
their Duties in their ſeveti ii 
e Horſes are ready either to. 


my Plough and Cart, or to carry n: 
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zurthens; the Cows twice a Day 
| Home with their Udders laden 
1 ui, and the Sheep yield me both 

ad Raiment. Theſe are all made 
tie Service of Man, and per form it 

SScingly : But yet Man, who was 

e for the Service of God, turns 
el and Diſobedient. Methinks theſe 
Wy Beaſts upbraid us with Baſeneſs and 
rititode: For; do they ſerve us, who 

W them but very little good? Are 
we then vile unthankful Wretches, 
refuſe to ſerve that God, to whom 
owe all that we are, or have; that 
. ho created us, redeemed us, and 
= always more abundantly for us 

we can ask or think ?- ! 


— 


4 My God, I will love thee I 
will obey thee. Have Hall theſe 
vod Things from thee ; nay, have I 
y on Being from thee, and ſhall not 
ſerye thee ? Do theſe ſenſeleſs! Crea- 
nes obey thee for my good, and ſhall 
t L.obey- thee, When it is, fer my © | 
ao create ia mea thankfal Heart; 
eie we truly ſenſible ef my great O- 
tions thee, and Jet me expre is 
. Trankfulneſs: to thee in an entire 
unce te thy Will. Let me re- 
6 2 


| are of the wants of their Bodies Hol 
means of Grace which Gad hatt al 


_— 


36 The Huiberdman's Miu 7 

WW * fign myſelf up wholly' to thy dice 
and ſerve the-rwith Ll * 
* my Body and Soul. Let me % 
* Will as perfectly as theſe thy M 
* tures do. it on Zarth, yea rather, 
* thy Angels do it in Heaven. 


| Foddering of c 471 E. | 


2 Haſt do theſe poor C 
| tures make to me, as. ſoon yg! 
appear among them with their Food! 
need not call them twice; and if I 
2 little longer than uſually, then byLad 
ing and Bleating call upon me. Ot 
we, Men, were but as ſenſible of the 
ce ſſſties of our Souls, as theſe Cr 


dagerly then. ſhould we embrace 


ed us, How diligent mould we be 
read ing the Scriptures? How cg 
at Prayers and Sacraments ? Hon ann 

tive to the Word preach'd ÞBut, 1 
inftead of that, how de we negle@4 
Word of Life? either: not RA 
Hearing at all; or at beſt, with Ca 
neſs, and Indiffrrenef; the 


; j 
w 7 
: 


Word 
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ip we either cauleleſly abſent 
, or coldly attend to; we turn our 


* is upon the Sacrament, and ſhame- 
rea the Bread of Life when of- 
er, WW to us. Thus under plenty of Spiri- 


WY Nouriſhment, we chuſe to ſtarve; 

bo our Carcaſes be but provided for, 

e do we care what becomes of our 
Souls. | 50 


AVE Mercy therefore upon us, O 
Lord, and give us a juſt ſenſe of 

r Spiritual Wants and: Neceſſities. 
ſean us from the Things of: this. 
World, and fix our Affections on 
ings above. Let our Hopes and: 
fires be ſet upon Heaven and Hea- 
al Things, that ſo we may be as. 
Wretul to preſerve our Spiritual Life, 
theſe Creatures are their Natural... 
s the Hart panteth after the Water- 
ooks, ſo may our Souls pant after 
ee, our God, Give us, O Lord, that 
ed Hunger and Thirſt after Righ- 


ooſneſs, to which, alone thou baſt 
omiſed entire Satisfaction; and 
ech us to ſock. after that living 
ing cad which came dowa from Hea- 
anc" that ſo we may eat of it and live. 
or 


XVI. 
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„HIS is A Frent Loſs; bu 
muſt confeſs, that it is * 
Puniſhment of my Sins ; nay, very n 
leſs than my Sins deſerve; did not 
in Judgment remember Mercy, he mi 
have deſtroy'd'alf my Snbſtanciy 
and my ſelf too, both Body and] 
in Hell. O the malignant Nature uff 
it taints the very Air we breath in 
blaſts our Crops, and brings Dill 
upon our Cate 3 Sometimes i Y 
| Floods, and\'drowns'the Fruits d 

Land: Sometimes it makes the! 
wens as dry as Braſs, and harden WW 
Earth as Iron. In ort: it purretin 
Whole Frame of Nature out᷑ of cal 
And who cn wen blame for tig 
our ſelves? As for God; be del 
willingly afflict us; and when be dt 

he doth: it as a Father, for our 
-gpod. If we did not ſmar̃t under l 
. ſometimes, we ſhould be vtterly 08 
* we-ſhould! be apt dr pres” | 
without un) enen * 1 
ever. | - 
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Lord, 1 acknowledge thine Hand, 
} and confeſs thy Juſtice in this 
iſhment ; give me Grace to bear 
patiently, and to amend thoſe: 
alts which have drawn it on me. O' 
Wd, 1 am ſorry for my Sins, and 
miſe thee a better Obedience for 
time to come. Do thou tliere- 
e, I beſeech tkee, withdraw thine 
iting Hand from me; ſay to the 
WS royer, It is enough; for through: 
"_ iti. Grace, it ſhall be enough 
WS ny Reformation. But if thou ſeeſt 
yet neceſſary for me to be more ſe· 
ely dealt with, I humbly: lay my 
f, and all I have, at thy Feet; een 
e all; ſtrip me as naked as ever. 
Was born ; do what thou; wilt with 
in this World; only, I beſeech 
ee, by thine os Mercies, and the 
| 0 o my deareſt n Wy 
| ul in the next. „„ 992%. .#: 

| I, HY CFE. C0 17 2 | n > 
RE (BD Lot > foi * 

_ 0%: Hcy L. gt * 
ow doth my Landlord expect his 
Rent, and 1 have accordingly 
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provided it for him. It is one: 
greateſt Cares to keep my Acce 
yen: with him : Would I were 5 q 
ful about my Accounts with God, u 
ere of a much greater Concern | 
_ God's Fenantl am in an extraordig 
Manner; of him I hold my very B 
all that I am, and all that I enjoy; 
furely he expects that I ſhould 
him ſome Returns. There is a Rent 
to him too, even the Improvement 
all the Talents he hath put into 
_— and ſurely I ought to taked 
to pay it; ; eſpecially ſince he doth 
like: my earthly Landlord + require 
his own ſake, but for Mine: Fort! 
his be the Glory, yet mine is the l 
fit. The Returns | make to him! 
me never the poorer, and "> oy 
ever encreaſe my. Reward. f 


. . Gracious God; t "rok we 
me into this Word, and 
« truſted me with many Talents, 0 
prove to thy Glory: O let meu 
© be a. ſlothful Servant; but de tg, 
« quicken.my Induſtry, that ma ag 
< thee ſuch Returns as thou requ 
© of me. Let me not be ny 
bo to diſcharge my olige 


: 
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earthly Landlord, (though fort 
talſo let me be duly careful, and | 
W thou, 1 pray thee, bleſs me in my 
) but let my main Endeavour be, 
cquit my ſelt to thee, my God g::. 7 
We when 1 ſhall appear before the: 
the great Day of Account, I may. 
eire that bleſſed : Sentence: Nel 
e good and faithful Servant, enter 
ene into the Joy of thy Lord. Grant 
ent 8 bleſſed God, for Chriſt Jeſus _Þ 
FIAT | | I. | 


xvi. 


lant this Tree here, in hopes that 

long it may prove a good one 
it ſhould prove otherwiſe, I ſhould - 
of the Pains I beſtow on it; I 
think it unworthy the Ground 
ads on; nor would I ſuffer it co 
long. Now, can I pronounce. 
dings concerning this Tree? 
ten do 1 think God pronounc'd 
[ning me, when he made me? 
be deſign'd I ſhould anſwer the 
of my Creation, in doing my Du- 
him, my Neighbour, and my ſelf. 
He 


The — 2 Man | 


He gave me not my Being, nor dil 
endow my Soul and Body with ſiche 
cellent Powers as he hath, for ne 
do no Good in the World, much | 

for me to do Miſchief. What t 
can I expect from him, if 1 fail oft 
Ends, but the fame Meaſure I thred 
this Free with, if it prove fruitleß, e 
« de rooted out, and utterly deſt 


Glorious God, who haſt of 
| meer Goodneſs made me o 
Nothing, give me Grace to Is 
© thee in my Life and Actions: 8 
© am thy Creature, let me caſed 
© Endof my Creation; in living s 
comes thy Creature. Let me 
© "thee with all rhe Powers of ny$ 
and Body, and every way that! 
© able, advance thy Glory; and det 
© Service. O let me never give 
© cauſe to repent that thou haſt 
me, and to deſtroy me, as thou 
t the Old World; but let me al 

_ © ſo behave my ſelf, that thou may 
© light in me, and do me good, 
Sam _ Work 5 ma ond 1 


| 
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1S a wonderful thing to fee, hort 


of t by this' means the Nature of 4 
bre is alter'd ! A Crab brings forth a a 
Apple; a wild, ſour Cherry, bears 
tro e and ſweet one: And, in ſhort, 


rees, however rough and unplea- 
in themſelves, are made to bear 
and pleaſant Fruit. Such as this 


gl was before it was graffed on, fuch 
Suh belt of Mankind in his corrupt, 
[wet ral State. Alas! were we left to 


klves, we ſhould do no manner of 
ne Vi that is good; all our Works 
= be wild and unpleaſant in the 
hat I of God. But when a Man is, by 
aptiſm of Repentance, graffed into 
body of Chriſt's Church, he becomes 
Creature, and lives by the Influ- 


hon Gi another Spirit. Tis true indeed, 
re too many, who, tho' engraffed 
nde Church, live no better, nay; 
000, than many Heathens : But theſe- 


a Cyons, ſuch as the Sap and Spi- 
be rree cannot enter; and there- 
iey ſhall: be cut off again, and caſt 
the Fire. 1 O09 

< 0 
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i Bleſſed Lord, who haſt il 
c | 0 in Mercy to engriffy 
© into the Body of thy Holy Chu 
c grant that I may be alſo a living Wl 
der thereof. Regenerate me by 
Grace of thy Holy Spirit, that 1 a 
© walk worthy of the Vocation whe 
© with I am call'd. Grant that ald 
© nal Affections may die in me; and 
things belonging to the Spirit, m 
= * live and grow in me. Let ment 
{ © a fruitleſs Branch in the Vine off 
© Church, and ſo be cut off from it; 
© let me bear Fruit, and abide in i 
Sever. 8 4 


1. 
p R N IN G. 
O W apt are theſe Trees 10 


H forth fruitleſs Branches, wn 
itI did not cut them off, would al 
all the Strength and: Sap to them" 
inſomuch that 1 ſhould have 00 28 
worth the gathering. L ſee in the 
RNeſemblance of my own corrupt 
ture, which is too apt to ind 
own fooliſh and extravagant Lal 
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spend all my Time and Strength in 
= and Vanity, neglentin the mean 

ile the Duties o 
its which alone are worthy of a Man, 
a Chriſtian, and which alone will 


s watchful over my ſelf, as over my 
hard; I muſt diligently obſerve my 
vicious Inclinations; and whenſo- 
any one ſtarts forth, I muſt cut it 
» I muſt mortifie my Luſts, and learn 
leny my ſelf, if 1 intend to live as 
omes me, and to bring forth Fruits 
rthy of my Profeſſion. 


Lord, I ſee and bewail the Cor- 
ruption of my own Nature, my 
rerſion to Good, and Inclinatio 
d Evil : Odo thou mortifie my Luſts, 
d quicken thoſe Seeds of Good which 
Holy Spirit hath planted in me. 
creat me always with thy Grace, 
Wat | may never indulge my ſelf in 
ey and Vanity, but ſeek to do thoſe. 
—_— 5 only which may render me ac 
otable in thy Sight. Give me that 
eellent Grace of Self-denial, that 


fra ſſions, and unreaſonable De- 
Let nothing proceed from a 
| 5 , but 


Religion, thoſe | 


1to any Account. I muſt therefore 


| may never give way to my foo= | 
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but what becomes a Man and 


| © ſtian, and make me fruitful in la 
Wenn. wn 
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AT OW hath this Bird anal 
out of my Sleep, as it were Wn. 
me, That the Night is far ſpell 


the Day is at hand: That it is e 

for me to ariſe, and betake my ſelf 
Work. But yet this is not the oni 
I ovght to awake from: There zi 
dangerous Sleep of Sin and Ig 


EC 


from which alſo I ought to awake} 
yet is my worldly _ Buſineſs the 
Concern 1 have in hand; no, tif 
neſs of my Soul is the main Conn 
my Life; and unleſs I be vigil 
induſtrious in that, all my Ina 
worldly Matters will be of ſo lit 
vantage to me, that I ſhall be ln 
for ever. Had the Cock-crowing 
St. Peter ſo far only as to bethil 

ſelf of his Fiſhing Trade, that 
not for him to loiter about v 
but to go and earn his Lien 
what had become of him? Bt 


. 
\ 
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rovzed him to Repentance, it faved 


IN Bleſd Jeſus, who by the Crowv- ̈ 

KK : 5 ing of a Cock didſt recal thy I 
- MScr vant Peter, when fallen from thee, - 
„d cauſe him to bewail his denying 1 
bee with penitent Tears; ſuffer 
elne not, I beſeech thee, to lie ſecure il 
ic eder the Gvilt of any one Sin, for 
de iat of a faichful Monitor: But when- 
ee erer 1 fall from my Duty, let every 


ſelf ing be to me, what that Cock-crow- 
e was to Peter, a warning to me 


St my Sin and of my Danger. And 
o thou, O Lord, turn and look up- 
ake Wn me; give me Grace to take ſuch 
Wotice of that warning, as. thereon. 
o repent immediately, as Peter did; 
ad let my Repentance be accepted 
a as his was, for thy Mercies ſake, 
. 


3 


1 Going forth to Work. 

a] OW is the Day come on ; the Sun 
oo p<eps over the Tops of the Hills, 
"—- 'preads Light over the Face of the 


Tt ; the Shades of the Night are ya- 
"Þ '- - mid, 
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niſh'd, and the Beaſts of Prey heli 
themſelves down in their Penn 
oeth forth to his Work, and to iu 
ur, till the Evening. As theke 
covered with Darknefs before the il 
appearing, ſo was all the Heathen Wil 


l 5 with the diſmal Night of Ino 


till the Sun of Righteouſneſs art 
dy the glorious Light of the Goſpel 
perſed that Darkneſs and Shad 
Death: And what becomes d 
but to go forth to his Labour? IU 
the Work of Religion and the & 
of God. Whilſt we have the. li 
tis fit we ſhould walk in it; h 
Fellowſhip with the unfraitful Wl 
_ of. Darkneſs, but live as become 
Children of Light. ES «» 


e FY Gracious God, who haſt oft 

c infinite Mercy given L 
© us, who ſate in Darkneſs and then 
< dow of Death; grant me Grace 
© in a manner anſwerable to the; 
© Advantages I enjoy. Let me nag 
© ſpend this precious Time thou un 
© yen me, wherein to prepare on 
 < flity;. and to that End teach = 
© pray thee, to glorifie thee 1 
Work of my Hands. Let ever] 


d 


| 
V 
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Jo for the Maintenance of this frail 
fe, put me ig mind of n 
W 2 better ; Whilſt mine Eyes Joo 
Ws to this Earth, let my Soul look 
to thee, my God, in Heaven: Hi 
hilſt 1 labour for this Meat that JJ 
riſheth, let me gain that which en- | 
eth to eternal Life; and whilſt T 
Work ia the Buſineſs of my Calling, 
me work out my own Salvation. 


XXII. 
BEES. 


HEY ſay, that every Hive is a Pat- 
tern of a well govern'd Common- 
th: That there is the King, the 
les, and the Commonality, acting 
their ſeveral Places, and the mean 
doing their Duty with as much 
fulneſs as the greateſt : There are 
urmurers nor Complainers #« 
chem; no Schiſmaticks nor Sepa- 
dat allunite theirPowers for the 
ti n common Intereſt. Abe 
dis is the ready way to proſper 
flouriſh. » Would to God we Men 
but as wiſe, either in Church vr. 
+ Whether our Govyergours do 
. ” $Rr 
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their Duty or not, is not mine u 
This is but too manifeſt, that v 
jects do not ours; for we arc exe 
of us driving on ſeparate Intereii 
if we were not of one and the (i 
Nation; and we divide in Matten 
Religion, as if we were not Men 
of one and the ſame Church; a 
had not one Lord, one Faith, one Wi 
tiſm, one God to ſerve, and one 
of Salvation. —_—c 


e God have Mercy upon th 
- O diſtrated Church 2 Nat 
© heal our Breaches, and unite our 
viſions; make us all of one Heat 
of one Soul: Bleſs our Gov. 
* that they may intend nothing d 
< Glory, and thy Peoples Good: 
© make us, that are SubjeAs, hum 
© bedient, and induſtrious in our 
© ral Callings, that each of us n 
his Place, endeavour to promote un 
teouſneſs and Peace, and to excel 
other in Charity and doing | 
that ſo we may all drive on one 
mon Intereſt, viz. the Welfare of 
Nation, the Proſperity of the Cul 
© and the Salvation of all our“ 
© through Jeſus Chriſt. 0 
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xxW. "iD 
ANTS. e 


HE Ant is a very wiſe Creature, if 
we may believe the wiſeſt of Men, 
. accordingly bids us go to her, and 
cer her ways, and be wiſe. Truly 
ſoreſight of this little Creature is. 
admirable, and it may be profita- 
s well as pleaſant, to obſerve how 
fully it lays up in a time of Plenty, 
provideth againſt an evil Day: For, 
Wot 1 hence learn ſo much Wiſdom, 
on that lam in health and ſtrength,. 
teſt able to improve thoſe means 
race which are afforded me) to 
p in ſtore, and provide againſt 
time of Age and Sickneſs, and the 
rof Death? Alas! all the Comfort 
all then be capable of, muſt ariſe 
Reflections on a well-ſpent Life, 
the Hopes of a bleſſed Eternity. 
thoſe are ſtupid Fools, who ſpend 
Pommer of their Life in Sin and Va- 
; ſo that when the Winter of old 
comes, and they begin to droop and 
have no ſtock of good Works laid 


efore hand, and no Proviſion made 
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| Gracious God; Thon hat on 
me to theſe little Creatum ll 
learn Wiſdom ; grant that ] | 
learn ſo much as to be wiſe unte 
vation, Teach me to look ſorm 
to the End of my Days, and toll 
ſider, that Health and ſtrength if 
things but of ſhort continuance; f 
the Summer of my Life mil 
© quickly over; and that it conc 
me to provide againſt the Time 
< Sickneſs and Death. Let me the 
fore now remember thee my 
© tor, in the Days of my Youth, 
« treaſure up thy Favour, while thet 
Days come not, nor the Fears d 
« nigh, when I ſhall ſay, I bave no 
« ſure in them. O let me wake ſog 
« uſe of my preſent Time and Ads 
< tages, that when nothing can al 
me any Comfort from without, | 
4 have within me the continual Fel 
a good Conſcience z and that 1 
< my Fleſh and my Heart faileth, 
O God, may'ſt be the Strength of 
Heart, and my Portion for erer. 
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XXV. 
The Singing of Birds. 


OW delightfal do theſe pretty 
creatures make the Fields! How 
ey ſweeten our Labour, and their 
Lives? For they, no doubt, take. 
ire in their own Muſick; and their 
aſure is pure, and unmix'd with Care, 
gh they know not where to find 
ir next Meal: And good reaſon. 
; for they have God himſelf to 
| them. But have not I the ſame 
ao provide for me, that they have? 
at then do I mean, to be ſo often 
vphtful and anxious as I am? Surely. 
i hath as much Care for me, as for 
ſe Birds; yea, he hath abundantly. 
e; for he hath done jafinitely more 
ne; and i have his expreſs Pfo- 
„ That if I will but ſerve him, he 
provide for me. Away thea all 
WW ting and anxious. Thoughts; Iwill 

celorward caſt all my Care upon 
So to do, is, I am ſare, my Duty; 
by theſe Creatures I ſce, twould be 
d my Happineſs. 4 


Gai 7 
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g Gracious God, of thee ! an, 1 = 
0 on thee I depend : My kn 
an 


5 my well-being is the ef&& 
' © thy meer Goodneſs: O teach med 
{ © to rely upon that Goodneſs, : Bui 
from me all Anxiety and Thong 
* neſs about the Things of this lili 
© Thou haſt given me my Body, and kl 
not I truſt thee for Rayment ? Til 
.< haſt given, me my Life, and ſhallulif 
rely upon thee for Food? Thouly 
done the greater things for me, ali 
< ſurely thou wilt not deny me the lf 
* ſer. I know indeed, that by my ul: 
lect of thy Kingdom, and of thy Row 
© teouſneſs, I haye forfeited my Righl 
* to thy Promiſe of proyiding form 

< but I ſolemaly vow to thee a tan 
and better Obedience for the tim 
come: O give me Grace to fulſi i 
Wow, and then I know thou wit 
let me want any thing that, is br 


ow have I done my Day's Wi 


| m gol ome with S 
1 and am going Home hain 
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o: How much better 1s this, than 
ſpent in Revelling and Prunken- 
? have now a confident. Aſſurance 
od's Favour, and approving. what 
e done; I can now * my ſelf 
n ia peace, and without fear of any 
Ech How much joy doth there now 
Witations and Prayers which l every. 
and then give my ſelf up to in 
nidſt of my Work ? My Heart is: 
ved, and my Spirit refreſſi d. Did 
but know the Pleaſure of a well⸗ 
ebay, they would never ſpend one 
I. Let others delight themſelves: 
ibaldry, lewd Talk, and fooliſh: 
; 1 ſhall not envy them their 
Laughter: For my own Part, F 
more ſatisfaction now from one 
Thought, than I could have had: 
2 Thouſand ſuch Follies. | 


I" ) My Gracious and Merciful-God,. 
1 give me Grace, I pray thee, to 
ad every Day of my. Life to aa 
d purpoſe as I have, through: thx 
ſtance, done this. O let me ne- 
do any thing that may d iſhonour 
e or wound my own Soul; that 
when my Days draw. bo-an Rady 125 
| 5 LY an 
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© and my Life is ſpent, I may h 


© mach Satisfaction in looking bac 


have from this one Day; and 
_ ©: when I come to die, I may 


my Soul into thy Hands, wig 
© aſſured Hope of Eternal Life. | 
© me, | beſeech thee, go to my Gall 


© as | do now to my Home, in Pe 
and grant that after my Body 


©: ſlept its appointed Time, it mg 
© raiſed to a glorious- Immortal 
let me with Joy meet my Bleſſed 


& yiour at his coming; and do 


come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly. 


| ©. men. | 


© on the whole conrſe of it, 14 


— —— 


A Morning Prayer for « F ani) | 


we beſeech thee, upon us tly 


| worthy Servants, who deſire to u 
up unto thee, our Morning. >" 


of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, Ft 


thy Goodneſs towards us. Thou man : 
us when we were nothing; Tho 


deemedſt us when we were work 


nothing.; and notwithſtanding , 


Holy, Great and Glorious In 
# God! Look graciouſly vs 


C 


9 
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ed Provocations againſt thee, doſt. 
continue thy Favour to us, and 
_ Mecrcies are renewed every Morne 
= We confeſs, O Lord, that we. 
.aworthy of the leaſt of them; for 
have ſinned againſt thee, both in 
icht, Word, and Deed. But we 
and feel, that thy Compaſſions 
not. O let us no longer deſpiſe 
Rickes of thy Goodneſs, Forbear- 
and Long - Suffering; but grant 
Wthey may now at length lead us to 
entance. Give us Grace to lead all 
remainder of our Lives in thy Fear; 
particularly this Day let us walk 
thy of thee unto all well plea ſing, 
de fruitful in every good Work. 
that end, we beſeech thee, to con- 
le = good Providence over us, 
pus from all Evil, from that of Sig 
ally, and ſuffer no Temptation 
pr of the Devil, the World, or the 
. to ſeduce us from our Duty to 
e, our Selves, or our Neighbour. 
an Iaſtance of our Duty to our 
obbour, accept, we beſeech thee, 
— krayers for all Mankind. Enligh- 
woſe with thy Truth which yet ſit 


⸗rkneſs and the Shadow of Death, 
o the Univerſal Church with Puri- 


ty 
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ty and Peace, that part of it eſpech 
which thou haſt planted in thek 
tions. And in Mercy ' thereto, Will 
the King, and all our Governours oil 
in Church and State. Bleſs alſo a 
People of this Land, particularly i 
Neighbours, Friends, and Relating 
and all ſuch as deſire our Prayers. Wa 
ply thy ſelf ſuitably to every one's 
ceſſities, and grant that we may all ol 
ſo behave our ſelves this Day, and 
the Days of our Lives, as to grow ill 
one degree of Grace to another, iſ 
at laſt Grace be perfeQed in Gia 
Theſe things, O Lord, with whats 
elſe thon in thine infinite Wiſdom lil 
expedient for us, we humbly crare 
thy Merciful Hands, in the Name 
for the ſake of thy Son Chriſt agg 
In whoſe Words we farther call hl 


thee. Our Father which art, &c- 


An Evening Prayer for Famih, 


Gracious God and Heavenly | 

| ther, We thine unworthy *h 
vants caſt our ſelves at the Foc 

the Throne of thy Grace, Praifing ! 

Adoring thee for all thy Good 
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ad an Mankind. We confeſs that . ⁶⁵ 
ot thy meer Mercy that we are 
e this Moment; that thou continu - 
o vs the Comforts of this Life, and 
Hopes of a better. For we have 
WW. Gnfol and diſobedient, and hadſt 
dealt with us accordingly, we had 
at this inſtant been deſperately 
iiling our Miſeries in the Sorrows 
Horrors of a ſad Eternity. Lord! 
St is Man, that thou ſhouldeſt in the 
W regard him ? But what are we, 
rable Sinners, that thou ſhonldeſt 
Ir regard us, as ſtill to embrace us 
Whe Arms of thy Mercy; and not- 
Whſtanding all our Rebellions againſt 
ſtill to treat us with the Indulgence 
Tenderneſs of a compaſſionate Fa- 
? Whea we thus refle& upon our 
northineſs, we are confounded, 

W know not whither to fly, but to 
ame Mercy which we have hither- 
0 much abuſed. O do thou, for 
dake of Chriſt Jeſus, forgive us all 
is paſt, and give us the Grace of 
Holy Spirit, that we may be more 
dient for the Time to come, and 
e Holineſs in thy Fear. And now 
Ve are going to take our Reſt, do 
take. us, we pray thee, and all that 

| . 
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belong to us, into thy eſpecial (nl 
protection: Give us moderate 
. freſhing Sleep, and raiſe ys. 
the next Morning fo diſpoſed 
Body and Mind, as to gloriks 9 
all the Inſtances of a Sober, Rigg 
and Godly Life. Neither tay 
dur ſelves alone, but for al Ya 6 
Call all thoſe to the R 
| thee, who as yet know thee vol 
grant that All who do kaow ths 
Walk worthy of thee. But man 
cially we pray for this Church 10 
tion, and herein for the Ri 
that bear Authority under fin 
under their Government aud 
on we may lead quiet and 
Lives in all Godlinefs and 
Have Mercy upon all that 
Diſtreſs, whether . of Mind, zo 
Eſtate, and deal with us all, Bet 
ing to our Prayers or peſerty Wil 
cording to our Needs, and thin 
rich Mercies in Jeſus Chrift : lo 
bleſſed Name and Words we 0 
our imperfect Prayers, png, of 
ther which art, &c. 7 5 . Co 
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